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Introduction

Muqadimmah

As the old saying goes “bagai aur dengan tebing”
(literally means like the bamboo and the cliff). Unlike
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human invention, god’s creation is perfectly blended
and balanced. Human beings are bestowed with the gift

AN IDEA
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to

manage

it

wisely

over

a

longer

horizon.

A

monumental milestone towards that end was when the
United Nations General Assembly adopted the 2030

POINTS TO PONDER

Development Agenda "Transforming Our World: the
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ABOUT THE GUEST SPEAKER

2030

Agenda

for

Sustainable

Development"

on

25

September 2015. The agenda contains 17 Sustainable
Development Goals, and with it, the accompanying
targets, and indicators. Given the importance of this
agenda to Keluarga Malaysia, RSOG initiated a dialogue
entitled “Leading Sustainability Agenda for Keluarga
Malaysia” with Datuk Dr. Zunika Mohamed, Deputy
Director General (Policy), Economic Planning Unit,
Prime Minister’s Department on 31 May 2022. A total of
32
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participants

took

part

in

this

entirely

virtual

dialogue led by Dr Hj Mohamad Kamal Hj Harun, Chief
Executive Officer of RSOG. Highlights of the dialogue
are as detailed in the ensuing pages.

Disclaimer: Views expressed in the article are aggregated and of their own, and do not reflect the opinion of the Guest
Speaker’s organisation and/or Razak School of Government.
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An Idea
Leading is generally one of the more challenging tasks for
public sector leaders in the current circumstances. What is
it like to lead something with far-reaching implications
such as the sustainability agenda for a developing country
like Malaysia?

Leading Sustainability Agenda
for Keluarga Malaysia
Sustainability

is

an

important

agenda

that

requires

attention and need to be embraced at all levels. Its main
objective

is

essentially

requirements

without

sustainability

agenda

emphasis

the

on

about

meeting

compromising

the

predominantly

three

the

inter-linked

present

future.

gives

The

immense

dimensions

of

sustainable development: economic, environmental, and
social.

The efforts relating to the sustainability agenda have been
pursued for some time, albeit in a different terminology.
Lately, it has been made more integrated and extensive,
and explicitly embedded in strategic blueprints like the
12th Malaysia Plan.
Whilst the Economic Planning Unit is the focal point
(domestic and international) for the sustainability agenda,
the roles and responsibilities are cut across ministries,
agencies, and layers of administration – it is a whole nation
approach. An inter-agency coordination team was also
formed

under

the

12th

Malaysia

Plan

to

ensure

the

sustainability agenda is on track.
A voluntary national report was shared at the recent United Nations General Assembly where encouraging
progress was observed. The pandemic has to a certain degree affected the earlier success where certain
goals and approaches may require further review.
Initiatives relating to green growth, circular economy, green and resilient cities, and green energy are
prevalent examples of sustainable practices in Malaysia. Sarawak, for example, is accelerating such
initiatives in a big way and the efforts are worth emulating.
The earth's resources are irrefutably fast depleting. The key lesson gained from this very alarming
phenomenon is for us to not prioritise on the environment alone. The sustainability agenda is a shared
responsibility, it saves humans and the planet, it requires a change in lifestyle, and it certainly takes time.
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Points To Ponder
A

bottom-up

and

integrated

leadership

and

empowerment

are

crucial

in

accelerating

the

sustainability agenda in the country. It is a shared and collective responsibility – a commitment that
Malaysian's must have in mind and at heart.
Evidently, sustainability is an agenda that can be taught. A recent study by a leading institution
proved that changing people’s habits is realistic and doable. Awareness and education are potential
tools to that effect. Education must be dynamic and creative to accommodate the sustainability
agenda, especially among the younger generation.
Public sector leaders should enhance their facilitation skills as the sustainability agenda requires an
integrated effort, a longer-term perspective, and empowerment at all levels.
As a country that is embracing open trade and economy, the impact of non-compliance with the
sustainability agenda can be severe. It is crucial for the market players to be aware of and adhere to
international requirements.

About The Guest Speaker
Datuk Dr. Zunika Mohamed is an economist with more
than

25

years

of

experience

in

the

civil

service

collaborating with the Prime Ministers Department,
Ministry of Economic Affairs and Ministry of Agriculture
and Agro-based Industry. She started her career in 1994
as Assistant Director in the Agriculture Section of the
EPU. She held several positions in the EPU and rose to
become Deputy Director of the Distribution Section in
2008. She moved to the Macro Economy Section in
December 2012, and then to the Infrastructure and
Public Facilities Section in February 2014, before being
appointed Director of Agriculture Section of the EPU in
September 2016. She was appointed Deputy Secretary
General (Policy) of the Ministry of Agriculture and Agrobased Industry in October 2018. She returned to the
Ministry of Economic Affairs in 2019 as Deputy Secretary
General (Sectoral) and later Deputy Secretary General
(Macro). She assumed the position of Deputy Director
General (Policy) on December 2021. She holds a degree
in Economics from University of Texas, a master’s
degree in economics from the International Islamic

About RSOG Premier Dialogue
RSOG Premier Dialogue Series is a short interactive
forum

aimed

to

discuss

contemporary

issues

on

leadership-related topics with an emphasis on practical
wisdom

leadership

experiences.

It

engages

various

public and private sector stakeholders, including senior
leaders, practitioners, professionals, and academicians.
Key

outcomes

from

the

series

will

form

potential

content that can be deliberated in other relevant forms
such as this write-up to benefit a wider reach.

University Malaysia, and a doctorate in Economics from
Universiti Putra Malaysia. She is an alumnus of RSOG.
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