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About Razak School of Government 
(RSOG)

RSOG, a distinctive leadership development institution, 
was established on 30 July 2010 to propel the 
advancement of Malaysia’s senior public sector leaders 
across all service sectors. As a strong proponent of 
effective and impactful leadership that necessitates 
continuous learning and development, RSOG designs 
and develops forward-thinking and practical leadership 
development programmes. Thus, accelerating 
competencies and capabilities of senior leaders to 
remain resilient, effective, and inspired to strive in new 
and challenging environment.

About Petroliam Nasional Berhad 
(PETRONAS)

Petroliam Nasional Berhad (PETRONAS) is Malaysia’s 
national oil and gas company, ranked amongst the 
largest corporations on Fortune Global 500.  Since 1974, 
PETRONAS have built our capabilities across every stage 
of the oil and gas value chain. PETRONAS seek 
opportunities in hydrocarbon investments across the 
globe and maximise the value of every molecule through 
integrated business model. PETRONAS’s portfolio 
includes conventional and unconventional resources and 
a diverse range of fuel, lubricant, and petrochemical 
products. This is further strengthened with a successful 
product delivery track record. 



Introduction
 
A prominent historian once shared the difficulty of finding an equivalent word for Kerajaan in the English language. The 
challenge is understandable considering the affinity of the root word Raja or Rulers to the people. The idea of governing 
has a long history in Malaysia.  Hukum Kanun Melaka and prestigious positions such as Temenggong and Laksamana are 
some of the examples to suggest such inclination. Over time came the external influences like Islam and the British, 
which generally started through trade.

A rather fragmented polity united emerged in 1957 to achieve independence.  This federation expanded in 1963 with 
the accession of Sabah, Sarawak, and Singapore - thus Malaysia was born.  Except for the separation of Singapore in 
1965, the federation remains intact until today.  Of course, there are legacies carried forward from the past which largely 
complement the present system.  States like Johor, Kedah, Kelantan, Sabah, Sarawak, and Terengganu have their own 
public administration. Sabah and Sarawak for instance have certain prerogatives over immigration related matters.  
Whereas land, water, and Islamic affairs are mainly under the purview of the states.

Malaysia is mostly guided by its constitution which is the highest law in the country.  Apart from its supremacy, other key 
ideas related to the constitution includes separation of powers between the legislature, executive and judiciary, and the 
rule of law.  Through election, people choose the government of the day.  Certain rights and freedoms are stated in the 
constitution to safeguard the interest of the people. The executive is supported by the public service, which under the 
constitution includes the public service of the federation, public service of the states, joint public service, education 
service, judicial and legal service, police force, and the armed forces. 
 

Programme Objectives
Upon Completion of the FULL programme, Participants would be able to:

i.  Gain a wholesome view on the structures of the Government of Malaysia.

ii. Create awareness on the dynamics of Malaysia’s Political Economy. 

Programme Structure

Registration

Ice Breaking, Introduction and Group Photo

Coffee Break

The Government of Malaysia - An Introduction by Tan Sri Datuk Dr. Zulkurnain Haji Awang*

Lunch and Prayers Break

Political Economy of Malaysia by Tan Sri Dato' Seri Dr. Sulaiman Mahbob*

Conclusion and Certificate Presentation

End of Programme (Refreshment Served)

*Presentation and Questions & Answers 

9.00 a.m. 

9.15 a.m.

10.15 a.m.

10.30 a.m.

12.30 p.m.

2.00 p.m.

4.00 p.m.

4.30 p.m.
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Contact Us
Ismail Johari Othman
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Leadership Development Centre
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WhatsApp: +6012 – 2891728
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Tan Sri Datuk Dr. Zulkurnain Haji Awang is presently the 
Chairman of Wing Tai Malaysia. He had previously served 
as Secretary General of the Ministry of Education until 
2012. After which, he held the post of Chairman of the 
Education Service Commission and retired in 2014. He was 
the Assistant Director, Ministry of Trade and Industry; 
Director of INTAN, Secretary General at the Ministry of 
Federal Territories and Secretary General, Ministry of 
Education.  He graduated with a Bachelor of Economics 
(Hons) from the University of Malaya. He holds a Master in 
Political Science and Masters in International Affairs, both 
from Ohio University, United States of America. He 
obtained his PhD. from University of Leeds, United 
Kingdom and attended the Harvard Advanced 
Management Programme by Harvard Business School in 
Boston.

Tan Sri Dato' Seri Dr. Sulaiman Mahbob currently serves as 
a member of the board at the Institute of Strategic and 
International Studies (ISIS). Previously he was the Chairman 
of Telekom Malaysia, Minority Shareholders Watchdog 
Group (MSWG), Malaysian Institute of Economic Research 
(MIER) and Jambatan Kedua Sdn. Bhd.  He was a former 
civil servant and has served the Malaysian Government for 
over 40 years. During his civil service career, he served 
various ministries and departments, including the Ministry 
of Finance, Ministry of Domestic Trade and Consumer 
Affairs, and the National Economic Action Council (NEAC). 
His last position was Director General of the Economic 
Planning Unit (2006-2009) of the Prime Minister's 
Department. He has also served at the Institute of Integrity 
Malaysia (IIM), as its first founding President and he was 
previously the Chairman of Malaysian Investment 
Development Authority (MIDA) till 28 May 2012. Tan Sri 
Dato' Seri Dr. Sulaiman had also served on the boards of 
PETRONAS, Companies Commission of Malaysia, Malaysia 
Insurance Deposit Corporation (PIDM) and MCMC. Tan Sri 
Dato' Seri Dr. Sulaiman is trained in economics, first at the 
University of Malaya, and then at University of London. He 
completed his Ph.D. study at the Maxwell School of 
Citizenship and Public Affairs at Syracuse University in USA 
in early 1986.

Tan Sri Datuk Dr. Zulkurnain Haji Awang Tan Sri Dato' Seri Dr. Sulaiman Mahbob




